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These meetings occur twice a
month and typically on Monday
evenings starting at 7:00 p.m.
The first meeting is called the
Agenda Meeting. At this
meeting, the Council discusses
items on the agenda and
determines what items will be
voted on the following week at
the Council Meeting.
The Council Meeting is when
the Council votes on the items
listed on the Agenda.
Minutes are developed from
the meetings and posted to the
official Borough website.
If you would like to make a
public comment, please call
the Borough Municipal office at
724-925-3660 and speak to
Diane or Shannon and you will
be added to the Agenda and
given the opportunity to speak
during the Public Comment
portion of the meeting.

DISCLAIMER: This is the official newsletter for the Youngwood
Borough. If you would like to provide content, have your event
showcased, advertise, etc. please consider using this newsletter
as an additional method for dissemination of your content. Please
provide your content, questions, and concerns to Councilman
Matthew C. Peoria, mpeoria@youngwood.org.

Communications Update
FACEBOOK
The Youngwood Borough Facebook page
continues to grow Followers. It currently has
1,092 followers. It has grown about (20)
followers per month. Roughly 70% of the
followers are women and 30% are men. Most
followers are between 35-44 years old. The
least number of followers are between 18-24
years old. The top (5) communities that follow
the Youngwood Borough Facebook page are:
Youngwood, Greensburg, New Stanton, South
Greensburg, Mount Pleasant. Surprisingly, we
have followers located in Vietnam, Nigeria,
Serbia, Thailand, and the UK. These followers
are probably bots.
Councilman Peoria maintains the Facebook
page and makes all the posts. The intent of this
page is to redundantly post notifications and
other information already shared via other
media and point residents to the official
Youngwood Borough’s municipal government
webpage.
Please ‘Follow and ‘Like’ the
Borough’s Facebook page.
When you see a Borough post in
your Facebook feed, please share it with your
network. It helps the Borough reach a broader
audience.

Do you want to be informed on what is going
on in Youngwood? Stay up-to-date on timely
notifications and events in your community?
Sign up for, like, and follow the below listed
communication tools.

SAVVY CITIZEN
Youngwood Borough uses Savvy Citizen (an
App) to communicate important news and
events with residents. It's FREE and simple
for residents to sign up. Smartphone users,
simply visit the Google Play (Android) or App
Store (Apple) to download the Savvy Citizen
App for FREE and opt in to receive
information from Youngwood Borough. Do
not have a smartphone, you can sign up
via www.savvycitizenapp.com/signup and
select to have text notifications or e-mails
sent to them. Do not miss out on the next
notification from Youngwood Borough. Sign
up for Savvy Citizen today!

YOUNGWOOD BOROUGH WEBPAGE
https://www.youngwood.org/
The official Youngwood Borough’s municipal
government webpage is used to inform
residents of who their municipal staff are and
provide points of contact for the various
departments of the Borough.

You can find the Youngwood Borough Facebook The Borough webpage also serves as a tool
page here:
to post certain municipal government
https://www.facebook.com/YoungwoodBorough/. documents required to be posted in
accordance with the Borough Code.
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125th Anniversary
Committee
Please come join us at the next 125th
Anniversary Committee planning meeting.
This will be our 6th meeting, but we are still in
dire need of more volunteers.
Checkout the 50th Anniversary Program
cover page. Can we say '125 Years of
Progress' this time? Come help us design the
125th Anniversary program.

Planning an anniversary celebration for the
community is a monumental task and it
requires lots of volunteers. The Borough’s
100th Anniversary took 4-years to plan. The
Borough’s 125th Anniversary is less than 2years away. COVID put us behind the power
curve.

If you were involved in previous anniversary
planning committees, please come share your
thoughts, ideas, and lessons learned.
If you would like to volunteer and support this
planning effort, please join us. If you cannot
attend the meeting or are unable to volunteer
your support, you can still help by getting the
word out by resharing this post. See the next
page for a Letter from Mayor Long.
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Did you know….
• Three members of the Youngwood Borough
have served as President of the Westmoreland
County Boroughs Association (WCBA).
Michael A. Pacelli, Jr. (1993); Joan Derco
(2000); and Louis Bompiani (2002). The
WCBA’s representative to the Pennsylvania
State Association of Boroughs (PSAB) is our
very own Borough Manager, Diane Shaefer.
• The WCBA held its 70th Annual Banquet on
April 29, 2022 at Ferrante’s Lakeview at 6153
Route 30, Greensburg, PA. This was the first
banquet held in two years due to COVID. Kris
Long (Mayor); Scott Palmquist (Council
President), Matthew Peoria (Councilman); and
Diane Schaefer (Borough Manager) were in
attendance.

• Every year the Pennsylvania State
Association of Boroughs (PSAB) conducts
an Annual Conference each year. This
year (2022), the conference was held at the
Hershey Lodge in May 2022. Matthew
Peoria (Councilman) and Diane Schaefer
(Borough Manager) represented the
Borough at this year’s annual conference.
Council members are not full-time
employees of the Borough and must attend
the annual conference on their personal
time and often have to burn their paid time
off (PTO) in order to attend.

• Every year the Pennsylvania State
Association of Boroughs (PSAB) conducts
a Fall Leadership Conference. This year
(2022), the conference will be held at the
Wyndham in Gettysburg, PA in October
2022. Matthew Peoria (Councilman) and
Diane Schaefer (Borough Manager) will
represent the Borough at this year’s
leadership conference.
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Did you know….
Intermunicipal Partnership
Youngwood Borough and Hempfield Township
have partnered to complete a major
improvement to Racetrack Road this summer.
The road is shared between both
municipalities. The project has an estimated
cost of $663,000 and will include additional
stormwater, road stabilization and paving. As
many have noticed, the clearing of trees has
already been completed by both Public Works
Departments working together! With this joint
venture, the motorists who utilize this road will
have a smooth surface! Please just
remember the speed limit is only 25 MPH!!

Ordinance Trivia
Q1: How high can you let your grass grow
before you get written up by the Borough’s
Code Enforcement Officer? 6-inches

Q6: Can children sled ride upon sidewalks,
streets or alleys within the Borough?
Q7: Can the Mayor designate a street a ‘play
highway’ for the purpose of sled riding as long
as the street is blocked off (adequately
protected from vehicular traffic).
Q8: Can you park your automobile, truck
tractor or other motor vehicle or any trailer,
cart or other wheel-type vehicle upon the
sidewalks, walkways, or other pedestrian
passageways of the Borough?
Q9: What do all owners of rental properties in
the Borough of Youngwood have to do on or
before April 30 each year?
Q10: Within how many days must owners of
rental properties file an change in occupancy
report with the Borough?
See the answers on page 22.

Q2: After you receive notice, how many days
do you have to cut your grass and get your
yard into compliance? 5-days
Q3: Who is held responsible for keeping a
property within code? Owner
Q4: Is the operation of any motorcycle,
motorbike, dune buggy or all-terrain vehicle
authorized in the parks or playgrounds within
the Borough?
Q5: How long do you have after snow and/or
ice has stopped falling to remove it from the
sidewalk in front of your property?
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Grants Update

2022 State Grant Seminar. This year

2022 Westmoreland Conservation
District Municipal Roundtable.
On February 25, 2022, Councilman Matthew
Peoria represented the Youngwood Borough
at this event held at the J. Roy Houston
Conservation Center, in Greensburg.
The Conservation District addressed local
conservation issues like stormwater
management, educational tools for municipal
staffs and homeowners, and partnering with
local municipalities. They also discussed
grants and some 2021 grants that
municipalities in Westmoreland had won. A
few projects were highlighted as success
stories.

your Grants Committee chair, Councilman
Matthew Peoria, attended the 2022 State
Grant Seminar at the Greensburg Garden and
Civic Center on March 14, 2022. At this
seminar, representatives from state
government agencies presented what grants
they offer, explained how to apply for them,
and shared the best business practices to use
in order to ensure a successful grant win.
Agencies which presented were the PA
Department of Community and Economic
Development (DCED), the PA Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources
(DCNR), the PA Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP), The PA Office of the
Budget, the Redevelopment Authority of the
County of Westmoreland, and the
Southwestern PA Commission (SPC). What
was surprising was how each state agency
was stove piped forcing each municipality to
have to visit each agency’s website daily, to
find out when the application window opened
for the grants they sponsored.
Since these events Council Peoria has built a
grants database consisting of state, federal,
and national non-profit grants for
municipalities. So far in 2022, the Borough
has submitted proposals for the following
grants:
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Grants Update

2021 Green-Light-Go Grant.
The Green Light-Go: Pennsylvania’s
Municipal Signal Partnership Program, also
known as the “Green Light–Go Program”, is a
competitive state grant program designed to
improve the efficiency and operation of
existing traffic signals located in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Established
by Act 89 of 2013 and revised by Act 101 of
2016, the program is administered by the
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation,
Bureau of Maintenance and Operations. The
Green Light-Go Program is a reimbursement
grant program and applicants are required to
provide a minimum 20% match.

The Borough submitted an application for the
upgrading of the signal light at Rt. 119N and
Trolley Line Avenue. On July 13, 2022, the
Borough was notified that it would be
awarded $40,000 for the upgrade of the
signal light at Rt. 119N and Trolley Line Ave.
Youngwood was the only municipality in
Westmoreland County who received an
award from this grant. In FY22-23 an
estimated $40M is available. The application
window is September 1-30, 2022.

2022 CFA Local Share Account
(LSA) Grant Round #1
As required under Act 71 (the Gaming Act),
DCED and the Commonwealth Financing
Authority (CFA) have developed program
guidelines to distribute LSA funds.
The Race Horse Development and Gaming
Act (Act 2004-71), provides for the distribution
of gaming revenues through the CFA to
support projects in the public interest within
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. The
Borough submitted (2) applications for this
grant: 1) Digitization of the Borough along
with (7) stormwater projects; 2) New street
sweeper for the Borough’s Public Works
Department. The deadline was March 15,
2022. DCED still has not released notification
of the grant awardees.

2022 CDBG Grant. The Borough was
able to win one of these grants in 2020 that
provided the Borough with 50+ handicap
capable street corners and renovation work at
the Park-n-Pool. This year the Borough will
apply for funds for alley way improvements
throughout the Borough and also repairs to
playground equipment. Grant awardees have
11
not yet been notified.

Grants Update

2022 Automated Red Light
Enforcement (ARLE) Grant. The funds for
this grant are raised from (32) red light
enforcement cameras in Philadelphia. Since
2010, these cameras have raised between
$3M - $18M each year. Youngwood’s 2022
application involved (2) projects: 1) Traffic
signal upgrade at Rt. 119N and Trolley Line
Ave. 2) Silvis Farm Road flooding issue.
Typically, municipalities are informed if they
are an awardee in the month of December.

2022 CFA Round #2. This round of CFA
grants will be focused on PA Small Water and
Sewer issues. Projects are required to be
between $30,000 - $500,000. Councilman
Peoria is working with the Borough Engineer
to identify specific projects to include in the
Borough’s application. Some if not all the
projects submitted in the Round #1 CFA grant
will be included in this application. Some
projects identified after Round #1 will also be
included. If awarded, the Borough will have
2-years to complete the projects in their
application.

The grants being looked at are:

•

Community Recreation and
Conservation Planning

•

Park Rehabilitation and
Development (Small
Community Program

•

Riparian Forest Buffer

•

Low-Volume Dirt & Gravel
Roads

Some other grants that the Borough is
planning to pursue in 2022 are sponsored by
the Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources (DCNR).
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Over the past (7) months representatives
from the Youngwood Borough Council (Mayor
Long, Councilman Peoria, and Borough
Manager, Diane Schaefer have been
attending meetings on a monthly basis with
the Westmoreland County Planning Division.
They are joined by representatives from
numerous other municipalities within what the
County calls the Central Westmoreland
Region. Below is the project timeline.

The result were the Central Planning District
Land Use Strategies:
• Eliminate Blight
• Invest in Downtowns
• Provide Housing Options
• Make Parks Welcoming & Accessible
• Invest in Beautification
• Provide Development-Ready Sites
• Utilize Planning Best Practices
• Grow Local

During the May 2022 meeting, the committee
completed a survey of land use priorities
among municipalities.

• Direct Density
• Enhance Trail Systems
• Preserve Open Space & Protect Natural
Assets

To learn more visit: www.reimaginingourwestmoreland.org
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The planning committee worked months on
determining future land use within their
municipalities and with neighboring
municipalities. The committee’s efforts resulted
in the future Land Use Map for the Central

Westmoreland Region (see top of this page).
Identified on this map are areas for
Preservation, Enhancement, and
Transformation (see the legend). Below are
County level goals we consider when planning.
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The summer season is nearing its end. Temperatures are still hot and muggy. Get yourselves to
the Youngwood Park n Pool, to cool off and enjoy one of Youngwood’s treasures, before it closes.
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Residents,
Do you use the Five Star Trail? Where do you
get on the trail? Depot Street? Hillis Street?
The Trolley Line entrance near Buncher and
Route 119N?
There is an opportunity for you to not only use
the trail, but to volunteer and give something
back. Yes, the trail is made possible by 100%
volunteers. One way you can volunteer is to
be a Trail Monitor.
You will be trained and receive the Regional
Trail Corporation (RTC) Trail Monitor course
instructed by the Westmoreland Heritage Trail.
You will learn policies, trail rules, specific
duties, how to render aid, and how to be an
“Ambassador” for the Five Star Trail. Upon
graduation you will be issued a bright yellow tshirt with “RTC Trail Monitor” spelled out in
large black letters.

Your time obligation is only as much as your
personal schedule can afford. If you are
interested in serving as a volunteer Trail
Monitor on the Five Start Trail, contact Mike
Caffey at mjcaff@comcast.net or call 724-9617181.

Using the Five Star Trail for Special Events
Did you know you can use the Five Start Trail
to host a variety of your special events? You:
• must submit an event application a
minimum of 3-months prior to your event.
• must furnish a Certificate of Insurance for
your event
• must agree to follow all the trail rules and
regulations
• must accept responsibility for the behavior
and actions of every person in your group at
all times.
To obtain an event application contact the
Regional Trail Corporation by email:
regionaltrails@comcast.net or call 724-8725586.
You can learn more about the Five Star Trail
by getting a copy of the Five Start News, the
official newsletter of the Five Star Trail. You
can pick up a paper copy in the Borough
building or you can receive it via email by
contacting the editor, Mark Jackson at
mark@wcdpa.com or call 724-837-5271.
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DATE

EVENT

19-27 AUG 2022

Westmoreland County Fair

02 SEP 2022

Victory over Japan (VJ) Day

05 SEP 2022

Labor Day (Federal Holiday)

11 SEP 2022

Patriot Day (flag at half-staff until sunset)

11 SEP 2022

Patriot Day (flag at half-staff until sunset)

17 SEP 2022

Constitution Day

27 SEP 2022

Gold Star Mother’s Day

10 OCT 2022

Columbus Day

27 OCT 2022

U.S. Navy Day

08 NOV 2022

Federal Election Day

11 NOV 2022

Veterans Day (Federal Holiday)

24 NOV 2022

Thanksgiving Day (Federal Holiday)
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AUGUST 19 - 27, 2022
The Westmoreland Fair celebrates 67 years in
2022; in 1954 a group of local farmers and
businessmen with an interest and passion for
agriculture in Westmoreland County established
and incorporated the Westmoreland Agricultural
Fair and Recreation Association. In the very
beginning of the Westmoreland Agricultural Fair
and Recreation Association, the Fair organized
by the Association was held at Idlewild Park,
located in Ligonier, Pennsylvania. At that time
the Fair lasted only three days and was
attended primarily by 4-H exhibitors, their
families and by people who just happened to be
attending the amusement park.
By 1957 there was a need to grow and the
Fair’s charter members purchased a 170 acre
farm near the village of Mutual. That first year,
organizers built a veritable tent city to
accommodate all the exhibits and animals.

EVENTS REMAINING THIS QUARTER
AUGUST
August 19 – 27 Westmoreland Agricultural Fair
SEPTEMBER
September 2 – 5 – PA Arts & Crafts Labor Day
Festival
September 6 – Horse Leader Meeting
September 10 & 11 – Rabbit Show
September 12 – Sunshine 4-H Club Meeting
September 13 – JSHC Meeting
September 13 – Overly’s Crafter Meeting
September 13 – Private Event
September 16 – 17 – Private Event
September 20 – Salem Saddle
September 23 – 25 – Kids Consignment Sale
September 24 – Demo Derby
September 24 – Ferry Auction
September 30 – October 2 – Teen/Adult
Consignment Sale

If there are topics or tidbits of information you would like to see or read about in future newsletters,
please let me know. Send me an email: mpeoria@youngwood.org
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Youngwood Borough has historically
contracted out animal control services. These
services are now provided by The Hideaway
Kennels; a non-profit animal rescue owned by
Maria Dillman.

Report missing dogs and dogs running at
large directly to Hideaway Kennels by calling:

(724) 382-8198
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It’s So Youngwood (Y.A.R.D)

SHOW YOUR PRIDE

During this summer season, please make
sure you are taking care of your complete
property by maintaining both the front and the
Thank you to all who purchased our tickets for
"$400 worth of Meat from Espey's Meat Market. back of it! Take pride in your property and the
surrounding areas. We do understand that
You will have 6 chances to win through July.
Route 119 is under construction but that does
There are two numbers on your ticket. Ticket
drawings are on Saturday, July 2, Saturday, July not mean we should lose the Youngwood
Pride that should be in all of us.
16, and Saturday, July 30 at 7:00pm PA Pick-3
Lottery, We have had a winner every time, so
good luck to you all. You don't have to take all
the meat at one time. Vouchers will be issued
for the balance.

YARD NEWS

We will have a second ticket sale in November
and December for a January 2023 drawing.
100% of our fund raising goes to the betterment
of Youngwood.

Ordinance Trivia Answers
A1: 6-inches
A2: 5-days
A3: Owner; regardless if the property is
vacant.

Make sure your property represents you, your
family and the community the best you can.
Taking pride does not have to cost money!
Sometimes it just is a little effort to pull weeds,
keep shrubs trimmed, remove junk from
yards, porches, etc! As we look forward to
the completion of the Route 119 project, let’s
all continue to work together to make our
community a great place to live!

A4: No

A5: 24-hours
A6: No
A7: Yes
A8: No
A9: Owners must file an Occupancy Report
with the Borough.
A10: Within 30-days

COMMUNITY SPIRIT
For all of the Residents who think “how can I
give back or help my community?” Well, the
answer is easy! Volunteer a little bit of your
time to help in the Borough! We have residents
who take their walks or bring their kids or
grandchildren to our parks and pick-up garbage!
That’s helping! Residents who help pull weeds,
etc. in the parklet! That’s helping! These little
things help in so many ways! Please contact
the Borough office, if you too want to help! A
big “Thank you” to those who are already
22
helping!
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