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Why The Informer?

I chose the name Informer 

because as the 

Communication Committee 

Chair, it is my mission to get 

pertinent and relevant 

information to the residents of 

Youngwood.  I have to make 

the information at least readily 

available and easily 

accessible.  It is the Borough 

Council’s responsibility to keep 

the residents ‘informed.’

It is my intent to make the 

Borough’s business as 

transparent as possible.  Of 

course, there are some legal 

rules and regulations we must 

abide by, but when those do 

not limit the dissemination of 

Borough information, I will put 

it out.

Please understand that I do 

not control all the Borough’s 

information and each of the 

separate committees must 

provide me their content, or it 

will not be included in the 

subsequent newsletters.

If there are topics or tidbits of 

information you would like to 

see or read about in future 

newsletters, please let me 

know.  Send me an email: 

mpeoria@youngwood.org
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2022 Blight Boot Camp 

The Westmoreland County 

Redevelopment Authority 

Landbank 

Hosted the 2022 Blight Boot 

Camp at the Westmoreland 

County Community College 

on April 22, 2022.  Diane 

Schaefer, Borough Manager, 

and Matthew Peoria, 

Councilman attended the 

event.

The event was very informative, and we learned the options and 

organizations out there to tackle the problem of blight in our 

community.  Please see this article for more information:  

https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/redevelopment-experts-

advise-local-officials-at-westmoreland-blight-boot-camp/

mailto:mpeoria@youngwood.org
https://www.co.westmoreland.pa.us/954/RACW
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/redevelopment-experts-advise-local-officials-at-westmoreland-blight-boot-camp/


Do you want to be informed on what is going 

on in Youngwood?  Stay up-to-date on timely 

notifications and events in your community?  

Sign up for, like, and follow the below listed 

communication tools.

SAVVY CITIZEN

Youngwood Borough uses Savvy Citizen (an 

App) to communicate important news and 

events with residents.  It's FREE and simple 

for residents to sign up.  Smartphone users, 

simply visit the Google Play (Android) or App 

Store (Apple) to download the Savvy Citizen 

App for FREE and opt in to receive 

information from Youngwood Borough.  Do 

not have a smartphone, you can sign up 

via www.savvycitizenapp.com/signup and 

select to have text notifications or e-mails 

sent to them.  Do not miss out on the next 

notification from Youngwood Borough.  Sign 

up for Savvy Citizen today!

FACEBOOK

Youngwood Borough has a Facebook page.  

You can find it at the following link:  

https://www.facebook.com/YoungwoodBoroug

h/.  Councilman Peoria maintains the 

Facebook page and makes all the posts.  The 

intent of this page is to redundantly post 

notifications and other information already 

shared via other media and point residents to
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the official Youngwood Borough’s municipal 

government webpage.

Please ‘Follow and ‘Like’ the 

Borough’s Facebook page.   

When you see a Borough post in 

your Facebook feed, please share it with your 

network.  It helps the Borough reach a 

broader audience.

YOUNGWOOD BOROUGH WEBPAGE
https://www.youngwood.org/

The official Youngwood Borough’s municipal 

government webpage is used to inform 

residents of who their municipal staff are and 

provide points of contact for the various 

departments of the Borough.

The Borough webpage also serves as a tool 

to post certain municipal government 

documents required to be posted in 

accordance with the Borough Code.  These 

official documents will be posted as Adobe 

(.pdf) files.  The files can be downloaded and 

opened with Adobe Reader.  You can 

download the Adobe Reader software here:  

https://get.adobe.com/reader/ or click on the 

Adobe logo below.

Communications Update

https://www.facebook.com/YoungwoodBorough/
https://www.youngwood.org/
https://get.adobe.com/reader/
https://get.adobe.com/reader/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.msa.savvycitizen&hl=en_US&gl=US


Earth Day 2022.  Youngwood conducted its 

annual Earth Day event to clean up the town 

and beautify the community.  (34) volunteers 

met at the Borough building on Saturday, April 

23, 2022, at 8:00 a.m.  Diane Schaefer, 

Borough Manager, gave the volunteers a 

short safety briefing followed by route 

assignments.  Shannon Moore, Borough 

Secretary, was present and helped facilitate 

the event.  Mayor Kris Long was also present 

and assisted with handing out vests, gloves, 

and trash bags.  One of your freshman 

Councilman, Matthew Peoria, was there with 

his two nieces, Destiny and DaRyha Peoria, 

in the picture below.
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It was refreshing to see the many youth that 

volunteered their Saturday morning to serve 

their community. 

The volunteers picked up trash for (4) 

consecutive hours. All the volunteers returned

Here are Destiny (11) and DaRyah (4) Peoria who 

cleaned up the 5-Star Trail between Hillis Street 

and Depot Street.

to the Borough building by 12-noon where 

they were rewarded with Rocco’s pizza.  The 

day was a huge success. They filled (100) 

bags of trash and collected old election signs, 

landscaping timbers, an entertainment center, 

(1) television, and (5) tires.  These figures are



consistent with the Earth Day 2021 where 

(40) volunteers gathered (123) bags of trash.  

Each year it works out to approximately (3) 

bags of trash collected per volunteer.  The 

Borough Public Works crew (Billy Siefert and 

Rob Rosenbaum) drove around and picked 

up all the filled bags of trash left along the 

roadside by the volunteers.

The Earth Day event was advertised via the 

Borough’s official website, Savvy Citizen, and 

the Borough’s Facebook page.  It will also be 

announced in future Borough Newsletters.

Only 1.1% of Youngwood’s entire population 

volunteered for this event.  Let’s make Earth 

Day 2023 an even greater success.  Let’s 

crush that abysmal 1.1% next year.

Remember picking-up garbage does not have 

to be just on Earth Day!  We can all do our 

part in our community everyday!
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Help scientists learn about the geographic 

distribution of fireflies through the Firefly 

Watch Community Science Project.

Spend at least 10 minutes once a week 

during firefly season (late May through 

August) observing fireflies in one location 

(your backyard or in a nearby field).

Learn more about what to look for and how to 

submit observations:   

https://www.massaudubon.org/get-

involved/community-science/firefly-watch 



Youngwood Recreation.  The season has started.  Come out to the ballpark and cheer for 

your 2022 Youngwood teams.
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Planning an anniversary celebration for the 

community is a monumental task and it 

requires lots of volunteers. The Borough’s 

100th Anniversary took 4-years to plan.  The 

Borough’s 125th Anniversary is less than 2-

years away.  COVID put us behind the power 

curve.

Please come join us at the next 125th 

Anniversary Committee planning meeting.
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At the first meeting (on April 11, 2022) we 

identified the Committee Chair, the Vice 

Chair/Secretary, the Treasurer, and Public 

Relations representative.

If you were involved in previous anniversary 

planning committees, please come share your 

thoughts, ideas, and lessons learned.  

Checkout the 50th Anniversary Program 

cover page.  Can we say '125 Years of 

Progress' this time?  Come help us design the 

125th Anniversary program.

If you would like to volunteer and support this 

planning effort, please join us.  If you cannot 

attend the meeting or are unable to volunteer 

your support, you can still help by getting the 

word out by resharing this post.

125th Anniversary 

Committee



Explore the Youngwood Library (a branch of the 

Greensburg Hempfield Area Library) - it is more 

than just books! 

The Youngwood Library is located in the Borough 

building  (17 South 6th Street) and its entrance 

faces South 7th Street.

The library provides the community with access 

to a wide network of audiobooks, DVDs, 

children's activities, computers, and other 

resources. 

Children’s Story Time for two age groups (18-35 

months and 3–5-year-olds) concluded the end of 

April 2022.  Be on the lookout for the next ‘Story 

Time’.

Contact the library for details on both programs! 

Check out GHAL.org for a complete list of 

programs, services, and upcoming events. 

Your Library

Upcoming events:

• Storytime In The Park will occur Fridays at 

11:00 am during June. 

• The Summer Reading Program will continue 

this summer. 

On average, on a monthly basis, the Youngwood 

Library supports between (300 – 350) patron visits, 

(25) computer users, and (5) new patron 

registrations.

Visit the Youngwood Library this summer.  It’s air 

conditioned !!!
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Do you know how to honor the flag of the United 

States of America?

Recently, Youngwood Recreation had their opening 

day at the Youngwood Ball Field.  Your 57th District 

State Representative, Eric Nelson was present.  

During the playing of the National Anthem, he 

noticed the American flag that was flying at the ball 

field was badly torn.  Nelson left the ball field, 

purchased a new American flag, and replaced the 

worn flag with the new one.

Whether you call it Old Glory, the Stars and Stripes, 

or the Star-Spangled Banner, most of the rules, 

customs, and traditions governing the display of the 

American Flag come from a law called the U.S. Flag 

Code (United States Code Title 4, Chapter 1).  The 

U.S. Flag Code was first adopted in 1923.

According to the U.S. Flag Code, the flag of the 

United States should always be treated with 

deference, respect, and reverence. The Flag Code 

has many rules for the display of the flag, and most 

of these are common sense based on the idea that 

our flag should be given the prominence of honor 

when displayed with other flags or banners.

The flag represents a living country and good 

etiquette results from treating the symbol as if it 

were a living thing, representing the freedoms and 

ideals that founded our nation which we continue to 

hold dear. Wow, knowing that, it makes burning the 

American flag an even greater tragedy.  Most of us 

would not consider burning a living thing alive.  

Allowing the flag to become damaged or neglected 

or inappropriately handled is a sign of disrespect. 

Therefore, citizens should stand at attention and 

salute when their flag is passing in a parade or 

being hoisted or lowered.

Citizen’s Corner
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The best way to show respect for your old flag 

after retiring is to proudly hoist a new flag. You 

are showing respect for the flag by always 

showing it at its best, clean, with bright colors, 

waving majestically over the land of the free and 

the home of the brave.

Flag Day this year is June 14th.  It is a day of 

national observance for all Americans, but it is not 

a federal holiday.  Each year the President 

proclaims the commemoration and encourages all 

Americans in the country to display the flag 

outside their homes and businesses.

There were few public ceremonies that honored 

the flag until June 14, 1877, when it was flown 

from every government building for the centennial 

of the flag’s adoption. After that, many citizens 

and organizations advocated the adoption of a 

national day of commemoration for the flag. In 

1916, President Woodrow Wilson unofficially 

declared June 14 as Flag Day.

On June 14, 1777, the design with the stars and 

stripes became America’s official flag with this 

declaration by Congress: “The flag of the United 

States will be thirteen stripes, alternate red and 

white [and]…the union [canton] be thirteen stars, 

white in a blue field, representing a new 

constellation.”

As more states entered the Union more stars 

were added to the flag. In 1818, Congress passed 

the Flag Act, stipulating that the flag will always 

have 13 stripes (one for each of the original 

colonies) and that a star will be added for each 

new state on July 4 only.  As you can surmise, the 

flag changed frequently in the beginning, but 

hasn’t since the 49th and 50th stars for Alaska 

and Hawaii were added in 1959.



”The parking lot across from the First Commonwealth bank was the original location of 

Youngwood’s original Fire Hall.”

”In 2020, Youngwood’s population was 2,975 residents.”1

According to the United States Census Bureau’s 2020 Census data, 

”Youngwood’s population has decreased every year since 1987.”

“The first public library in the U.S. is contested; however, Benjamin Franklin founded the 

Library Company of Philadelphia in November 1731.”2

“The American flag was adopted on June 14, 1777, and currently is the 4th oldest national flag 

in the world.”

“The 13 stripes of the American flag represent the original 13 colonies that declared 

independence from Great Britain in 1776.”

“There were few public ceremonies that honored the American flag until June 14, 1877, when 

it was flown from every government building for the centennial of the flag’s adoption.”

“President Woodrow Wilson proclaimed June 14th as Flag Day in 1916.”

“The RED colors of the American flag signify hardiness and valor.”

“The WHITE colors of the American flag signify purity and innocence.”

“The BLUE color of the American flag signify vigilance, justice, and perseverance.” 

9
1 2020 Census Data, United States Census Bureau
2 American Library Association

Did you know…



Youngwood Summers.  Summer is right 

around the corner and we must be 

responsible pet owners and be concerned 

about the safety and welfare of our furry 

family members.  

Never leave your pets inside your vehicle, 

especially not during the hot summer months.  

Cars can still overheat quickly to deadly 

temperatures, even in the shade or if the 

windows are cracked open.  If possible, leave 

your pet at home when you need to go out.  

Provide different temperature zones within 

your house for your pet’s comfort.

If you must travel with your pet, please 

consider these travel safety tips.  If your pet is 

left outdoors, ensure they have unlimited 

access to fresh water, and access to shade.  

Keep your pets free of parasites that are 

common during warm weather, such as fleas, 

ticks, and heartworm.

Choose to take your pet for walks, hikes, or 

runs during the cooler hours of the day.  Take 

more frequent breaks and bring enough water 

for both you and your pet.  Avoid hot surfaces, 

such as asphalt, that can burn your pet’s 

paws.  Rule of thumb:  If you would not walk 

on it barefoot do not make your pet walk on it.  

Do not give your pet a ‘warm-weather haircut 

or apply sunscreen to them without first 

checking with your veterinarian.  Yes, without 

their fur for protection, animals can get 

sunburned. 10

When gardening or taking care of our lawns 

we often use harsh chemicals such as 

fertilizer.  These chemical can also be harmful 

to your pets.  Make sure the plants in your 

garden and yard are safe for pets.  Store lawn 

fertilizer and insecticides out of reach of your 

pets.  Read the safety instructions, especially 

the instructions on how long you should keep 

pets out of the treated areas.  If you use a 

lawn service, ensure they know you have 

pets.  Ensure they do not use ‘cocoa bean 

mulch,’ which contains the same pet toxin 

found in chocolate.

If you observe any of the following behaviors 

from your pet, seek emergency veterinary 

care:  Anxiousness, Excessive Panting, 

Restlessness, Excessive drooling, 

Unsteadiness, abnormal gum and tongue 

color, or if they collapse.  These are signs

your pet is suffering from heat stress.

Be the best pet owner you can be.  Your pets 

deserve the best care for their selfless love.  

These helpful pet safety tips were courtesy of 

the American Veterinary Medical Association.

Pet Safety During Hot Weather

https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/pet-owners/petcare/hot-cars-and-loose-pets
https://www.avma.org/resources/pet-owners/petcare/11-things-you-can-do-make-travel-safer-you-and-your-pet
https://www.avma.org/resources/pet-owners/petcare/external-parasites
https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/pet-owners/petcare/heartworm-disease
http://www.aspca.org/pet-care/animal-poison-control/toxic-and-non-toxic-plants
https://www.avma.org/
https://www.avma.org/


11It is PA State Law that all dogs have a license and current rabies vaccination.



12

DATE EVENT

06 JUN 2022 D-Day

14 JUN 2022 Flag Day

14 JUN 2022 U.S. Army Birthday

19 JUN 2022 Father’s Day

04 JUL 2022 Independence Day (Federal Holiday)

27 JUL 2022 Korean War Veterans Day (flag at half-staff until sunset)

04 AUG 2022 Coast Guard Day

07 AUG 2022 Purple Heart Day

02 SEP 2022 Victory over Japan (VJ) Day

05 SEP 2022 Labor Day (Federal Holiday)

11 SEP 2022 Patriot Day (flag at half-staff until sunset)

Upcoming Key Events



Do you know the difference between Memorial Day and Veterans Day?
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The Youngwood Park n Pool held its opening day on June 3, 2022.  Enjoy the sun and fun this 

summer season from 11AM to 7PM daily.  Rent a Pavilion for your reunion! Swim by moonlight too.
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DO – make sure all of your signs are free 

standing and that you are well aware of rules 

and regulations when posting these signs. 

DO – post your signs the night before or the 

morning of your event.

DO – a drive by once all signs are in. Make 

sure the signs can be seen and easily read.

DO – have someone assigned to TAKE 

DOWN the signs after your event.

DO – make sure your neighbors who are 

participating in the yard sale are aware of 

things they can sell. Only personal items can 

be resold. Yard sale items are not items that 

are sold for profit for a business.

DO – mark items with pricing prior to the sale.

DO – know there will be “early birds”.

DO – have plenty of coin and small bills on 

hand.

DO – Keep your money in a safe place. Many 

sellers will have and apron with pockets or a 

fanny pack.

DO – have plenty of plastic bags for 

customers. If you are selling breakable items, 

do have old newspaper or bubble wrap. These 

items make for happy shoppers.

DO – mark your home with if you are selling with 

balloons or some sort of bright sign to identify 

your home

DO – mow your yard prior to the day of the sale

DO – hire a babysitter if you have small children 

at home.

DON’T – use flimsy construction paper or ball 

point pens to create your signs.

DON’T – post signs on street poles or utility 

poles. Staples and nails pose a safety hazard 

for workers. 

DON’T– sell any firearms or illegal items such 

as pirated CDs.

DON’T– accept checks unless you are willing to 

take the risk of getting a bad check. A check that 

looks perfectly fine may be from a closed bank 

account. If you are familiar with the buyer, it is 

your choice.

DON’T – bring your pet when yard sale 

shopping.

DISCLAIMER:  This list was borrowed from 

ttps://www.ikocm.com/blog/spring-cleaning-dos-

donts-successful-community-yard-sale/  

Dos and Don'ts for a Successful Community Yard Sale.
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The U.S. Army was founded on 14 June 1775, when the Continental Congress authorized 

enlistment of expert riflemen to serve the United Colonies for one year. Congress "Resolved, 

That six companies of expert riflemen, be immediately raised in Pennsylvania, two in Maryland, 

and two in Virginia… [and] as soon as completed, shall march and join the army near Boston, to 

be there employed as light infantry, under the command of the chief Officer in that army.“  The 

next day Congress voted to appoint George Washington “to command all the Continental forces” 

and began laying the foundation for "the American army.“
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The Continental Army would 
have seven birthdays after its 
foundational June 14, 1775, 
congressional resolution. 
Washington had ideas to develop 
the new U.S. Army further, but 
they were ignored by Congress. 
The Continental Army was 
disbanded, save for a handful of 
soldiers of Fort Pitt and West 
Point in 1783.

For more on the history of the U.S. Army birthday go here:   

https://history.army.mil/html/faq/birth.html

https://history.army.mil/html/faq/birth.html


2022 Poker Run – The Five Star Trail is offering a Poker Run on 

July 16, 2022 from 8:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  There is a $25 pre-

registration.  Monitor this website for future details: 

https://www.co.westmoreland.pa.us/1007/Five-Star-Trail.

NOTE:  Registration fees will go toward the Five Star and 

Heritage Trails.
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https://www.co.westmoreland.pa.us/1007/Five-Star-Trail
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DATE EVENT

11 SEP 2022 Patriot Day (flag at half-staff until sunset)

17 SEP 2022 Constitution Day

27 SEP 2022 Gold Star Mother’s Day

10 OCT 2022 Columbus Day

27 OCT 2022 U.S. Navy Day

08 NOV 2022 Federal Election Day

11 NOV 2022 Veterans Day (Federal Holiday)

24 NOV 2022 Thanksgiving Day (Federal Holiday)

07 DEC 2022 Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day (flag at half-staff until sunset)

25 DEC 2022 Christmas Day (Federal Holiday)

DISCLAIMER:  This is the official newsletter for the Youngwood Borough.  If you would like to 

provide content, have your event showcased, advertise, etc. please consider using this 

newsletter as an additional method for dissemination of your content.  Please provide your 

content, questions, and concerns to Councilman Matthew C. Peoria, mpeoria@youngwood.org. 

mailto:mpeoria@youngwood.org

